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December 2011
Advent Season


During this time of expectation we await the Christ to be born again in our hearts and minds and communities.  Rev James extends an invitation to come and to behold the wondrous Spirit in your community of faith!  Invite family and friends to enjoy this special Christmas music and fellowship at Forest Grove this Christmas season.

Christmas Services 

December 4, Advent Breakfast served at 9 am.  Lauren Stark will speak on her trip to Africa with the organization “me to we”.


December 18, a Christmas pageant


December 24, candlelight Christmas service at 9 pm


December 25, service at 10:30 am. 
MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!
That’s what we’ll do, but better than usual when we get our pipe organ!
Very shortly, the campaign to raise money for the organ fund will get underway in earnest.  

The price of the organ installed and ready to go is $ 80,000.  That’s a lot of money, but the good news is that we’ve already raised over $ 40,000, so we’re half way there!!

I’m happy to accept your donations ahead of the actual campaign.  Please give your cheques directly to me, or leave them with Marilyn in the office.  Don’t put them on the collection plate!!  Make cheques payable to “Forest Grove United Church” and in the memo line, “Organ Fund”.

You’ll get a tax receipt for the full amount (for donations of $ 20 +), and your name will go into the Book of Donors.  

Questions?  Call me at 416-225-3536.  Thanks, everybody!  Roberta Corey
(Stay tuned for more information.)
Getting Rid of Stuff? 

Wondering what to do with stuff no longer wanted?  Here’s some useful

information from our Outreach Committee.
St Matthews the Apostle Church on George Henry Drive will accept donations for their clothing project. Drop off time is Mon- Fri, 9 – 12. Sorting is done on Tuesday am and the last Friday of the month 7-9 pm there is a sale. (items not sold at this sale are given to Value Village or All Saints ( downtown.)
Items accepted – clothing (nearly new), linens, household items (dishes, etc), jewellery.     Contact:  Shirley Stevensen 416 269 5760

Donations of Food – accepted at Peoples Church between 8 – 11 am on Wed &Thurs.   (Please go to the portable building in the NW corner of the property.)

“HARD TO BUY FOR” PERSON ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST?
 The Bayview Village Grandmothers to Grandmothers group has a solution. It’s a ‘gift in kind’ donation to the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign. Tribute cards will be available for purchase on three Sundays, Nov 27, Dec  4, Dec 11.  Donations over $20 (cheques) made out to the Stephen Lewis Foundation will have a tax receipt..  (Sorry not available for donations $20 and under.)

The Grandmother to Grandmother Campaign is part of  the Stephen Lewis Foundation that supports African grandmothers in their effort to raise grandchildren orphaned by the AIDS epidemic.  Canadian grandmothers have raised $12 MILLION in 5 years through fundraisers like this one. Funds from the Campaign are sent directly to grassroots organizations that provide grandmothers and the children in their care with supports that include food, educational supplies, uniforms and school fees, medical care, HIV counselling and testing, adequate housing and bedding, support groups, home visits, and much more. 

Questions ? – Rev.Vivian Yarwood 
Remembrance Day
 Our November 11 commemorative service this year was especially moving.   Padre X, was a one man dramatic performance portraying the experiences of the only Padre to have received the Victoria Cross during WW11.  We were pleased to share this experience with members of the community.
A Busy Fall Season  

 Your church has been a lively place this fall.  We have enjoyed our 3rd annual Witches’ Brew, (soup lunch) at Hallowe’en, the annual Bridge Party and a one of a kind Beatles concert with a full complement of talented musicians.  And then, there’s always the weekly after church coffee social and a variety of fund raisers!  Something for everyone!

Sleeping Children Around the World

We are proud to say that our church children have, through their efforts,  raised enough money to buy 29 bedkits @ $30 each  which will be distributed to needy school children around the world.

This very worthwhile charity is totally run by volunteers (no overhead!).  Even the supplies which are purchased in the country where they will be distributed are delivered by volunteers from Canada.  They have learned that small change can make a big difference in the lives of those who are disadvantaged.
Don Valley Refugee Resettlers 

Again this year our group of dedicated volunteers who serve on this multi church committee are offering their wonderful flower bulbs for sale as their seasonal fund raiser. Exceptional amaryllis bulbs are only $15.  These plants put on a spectacular show when in bloom and are sure to lift the spirits on those cold wintery days.  Barb Panturescu and Kathy Young are the contact persons.

Car Pool

Some of our members can no longer drive themselves to and from Church..  

 If that’s you and you would appreciate a ride   or if you could help out by 

driving someone who does

 please call coordinator  Jean Probyn at 416 222 4033. 

An opportunity for us to help each other.

Full House? 

Our Church Building is currently home to four Christian Congregations!  

Meeting regularly in addition to us are Immanuel Korean United Church, All Nations Seventh Day Adventists and Global Village.  In addition we continue to house a Montessori preschool, Bayview Village Association meetings and activities, ESL classes, Pilates classes, Friday art group, weekly band sessions and several study groups!  Our latest renter is a sports program for preschoolers and dads which uses our gym on Sunday mornings.

Annual Church Secretaries Conference

“Secretaries are the hub of the wheel which has spokes radiating to all of the Church”

The Professional Church Secretaries Association was formed in 1993.  Membership is open to all office secretaries from all Christian faith denominations,

primarily throughout Southern Ontario.  Our membership comes from all over including Toronto, Ottawa, Windsor Owen Sound, Peterborough and  Haliburton. 

The 2011 conference was held in London. The theme was “Harmony of Colour”.  The programs included “Drumming” (all 70 of us  were seated in a circle, each  with an African drum being instructed in the basics of drumming by Sheila Horell!)  “Web Design” ( basic but interesting);  “True Colours with Rev. Maya Landell; “First Impressions with Mirella Manatta;  “Archives” with Erin Greeno from The United Church of Canada and “Colouring Your Plate” with Heather Thomas. 

   This is a wonderful opportunity for Church Secretaries to come together and experience programs specifically geared to our unique jobs and great fellowship.

    Thank you Forest  Grove congregation.  As your church secretary I really appreciate being able to be a part of this wonderful organization.

Marilyn Bartholomew

Newsletter or not?

At the  church council meeting on Sunday there was discussion about the effectiveness of this church newsletter in its current form.  For the past couple of years there has been a quarterly letter and approximately 1/3 of our members are receiving it by email and the remainder through the post.  The costs incurred through printing and mailing  are considerable.

Council members agreed that some study on improving the current method of getting information out be investigated. To that end your input as recipients would be valuable.  If you have any comments or suggestions we would appreciate hearing them. (The next scheduled publication is the annual report which will arrive early in the new year).
Our Beautiful Sanctuary
With the beginning of Advent the holiday decorations have appeared.  Once again we enjoy the colour, sparkle and symbolism in the Sanctuary.  We are grateful to Sandra Jurczak and Barbara Chevreau for this gift to us each year. 
And so, to each and every one best wishes.  Christmas is a good time to remember that love is the greatest gift of all!

Phyl Barrow, editor

